
MICHIGAN ROME STUDY PILGRIMAGE TO THE HOLY SITES OF ITALY
5 June – 15 June 2021 – Tentative Itinerary

Day 1 (Saturday 6/5) – ARRIVAL IN ROME– UNIVERSITY OF MARY ROME 
CAMPUS – Orientation, Mass, tour of the University of Mary Rome Campus – dinner in Rome.   

Day 2 (Sunday 6/6) –COLOSSEUM – FORUM – CIRCUS MAXIMUS - ST. MARY 
MAJOR - CORPUS CHRISTI– We will start our day with a long stroll through the ancient city 
of the Rome where we will be given a guided tour through the shadows of ancient Rome:  the 
mighty Colosseum, the amphitheater of gladiator fights and mock naval battles  – the Forum, 
from which the Romans governed their vast empire – the Palatine Hill, on which sits the ruins of 
the great Imperial Palace – the Circo Massimo, the great racetrack of the emperors and the site of 
the massacre of many early Christians.  If we are lucky, we will be able to pray in the very spot 
that both Saints Peter and Paul were held captive during their time in Rome. We will have pranzo 
together, followed by a tour at the Basilica of Mary Major. It is the oldest Church dedicated to 
Our Lady and with its gold-leaf ceilings and ornate confessio, which houses the relics of the crib 
that held our Lord in Bethlehem. We will allow our pilgrims some free time to shop for religious 
goods to be blessed by the Holy Father later in the week. Grab a slice of pizza before we meet 
again at the Basilica of St. John Lateran for the Feast of Corpus Christi. The Holy Father will 
celebrate Mass, then lead a Eucharistic procession to the Basilica of St. Mary Major, where this 
beautiful rite will end with Benediction. 

Day 3 (Monday 6/7) - VATICAN MUSEUM – WALKING OLD ROME - This day will start 
with the amazing opportunity go and take in priceless artwork in the Vatican Museums. After the 
tour, we will walk through the streets of ancient Rome taking in some of the most well-known 
Roman sites. We will be able to throw a coin into the famous Trevi Fountain, visit the Pantheon 
(a 2,000-year-old Roman temple christened as the Church of All Saints), and see the Piazza 
Navona, a popular city square in Rome with highly significant examples of Baroque Roman 
architecture and art. We will visit some of the beautiful minor basilicas of Rome, such as the 
Church of the 12 Apostles, the Gesu, and celebrate Mass in one of these ancient churches.  

Day 4 (Tuesday 6/8) – ST. JOHN LATERAN – SCALA SANCTA – SANTA CROCE – 
CATACOMBS - Bright and early in the morning we will return to the Basilica of St. John 
Lateran for Mass. St. John Lateran is the center of all of Christendom; it is the Pope’s Cathedral, 
and it is the mother and head of all Churches in the world. We will have Mass and then enjoy a 
tour of the glorious Basilica. We will then cross the street and visit the Scala Sancta.  After a 
short break we will make our way to Santa Croce in Gerusalemme, which is a small church with 
incredible significance. It houses the relics of the true cross of Christ, as well as part of the crown 
of thrones, and the plate that Pilate had placed on the Cross of Christ which reads, “Jesus of 
Nazareth King of the Jews.” After taking in these magnificent sites we will travel outside the 
walls of Rome for lunch at Cecilia Metella, the most enchanting restaurant in Rome.  We’ll dine 
away the afternoon among the flowers and fountains of their lovely terrace. After lunch we’ll 
make our way to the Catacombs of San Callisto - a vast underground cemetery for the earliest 
Christians.  We’ll explore the sprawling subterranean caverns that house the relics of many saints 
and martyrs from the earliest days of Christianity.  After our visit to the catacombs we will return 
to campus to turn in early after a long day. 



Day 5 (Wednesday 6/9) – PAPAL AUDIENCE – ST. PAUL’S - We will begin with a very early 
rise and a quick breakfast, so as to arrive at the papal audience and gain access to the front row.  
The Pope will offer a general audience in St. Peter’s Square, and we’ll get a seat very close to 
him.  We’ll join the vast crowds in cheering for our Holy Father:  Viva il Papa!  We’ll use the 
afternoon to stroll through the streets around the Vatican doing a little shopping before we finish 
our day with a trip to perhaps the most prayerful Basilica, St. Paul’s Outside the Walls, for a tour 
and Mass. We will have cena together before returning to the University of Mary campus. 

Day 6 (Thursday 6/10) – MASS at ST. PETER’S - TOUR of ST. PETER’S – CUPOLA - 
SCAVI – CONFESSIONS –After breakfast we will immediately proceed to the largest and most 
spectacular Basilica in the World, St. Peter’s Basilica in the Vatican, to celebrate Mass next to the 
tomb of the Prince of the Apostles. Following Mass, we will offer an historical and architectural 
tour of this incredible church. We will continue our day climbing to St. Peter’s Cupola to see the 
breathtaking view of the Eternal City. Then we’ll have a private tour of what is probably the most 
restricted-access tourist site in the world – the Scavi excavations beneath the Vatican.  Discovered 
by accident during the Nazi occupation of World War II, this vast underground cemetery is 
perfectly preserved and features the very tomb of St. Peter the Apostle, the man Christ entrusted 
with his Church. In the late afternoon we will visit the North American seminary where many 
diocesan priests study and enjoy one of the best views of Rome on top of the glass tower. After a 
short tour of the college we will have a penance service in which all pilgrims will be given the 
opportunity to receive the sacrament of confession.  We will follow with Mass, and then cena 
together. 

Day 7 (Friday 6/11) – SUBIACO-ASSISI – Today we will learn about the first and then the last 
monastery of St. Benedict, and their importance to world history.  We will take busses to the 
beautiful mountain city of Subiaco, the first monastery founded by St. Benedict, and learn of the 
holiness of the man “who gave us the rule.”  After visiting Subiaco and having some time to pray, 
we will have lunch before we’ll set off to Assisi, one of the most beautiful cities in northern Italy. 
The walled city of Assisi is miraculous - a tranquil refuge in the midst of the Italian countryside.  
Perched halfway up Mount Subasio, the visual impact of its shimmering white marble buildings is 
magnificent, but Assisi is most famous as the birthplace of Saint Francis. We will have Mass in 
Assisi for the Solemnity of the Sacred Heart, before cena and then returning to our hotel. 

Day 8 (Saturday 6/12) – ASSISI – Today we will have a guided tour of the sites of this medieval 
city including:  Santa Maria degli Angeli, San Francesco, Santa Chiara, San Rufino, Santa Maria 
sopra Minerva.  Then a fleet of small vans will meet us and take us up the mountain to see the 
Carcere, a breathtaking little refuge Francis built at the very top of the mountain.  We’ll come 
back down the mountain to a dinner served in the old Umbrian style, full of robust and lingering 
flavors.

Day 9 (Sunday 6/13) – ASSISI – SIENA – Today we will make our way north to the beautiful 
Tuscan city of Siena, the home of St. Catherine and a very moving Eucharistic Miracle.  We will 
walk us through the city learning about the history of the famous Pallio race and the many 
architectural master pieces in Siena.  Pranzo will be on your own before we celebrate Mass 
together in the Church of San Francesco.  Following Mass, we will return to Assisi enjoying one 



last night in the city of St. Francis and St. Clare.

Day 10 (Monday 6/14) – ASSISI – ORVIETO – ROME - Today the focus will be on the 
ancient history of the Italian people.  We will depart Assisi and make our way to the magnificent 
city of Orvieto, an ancient city of the Etruscans, home to a Eucharistic miracle, and the 
unforgettable frescoes of Signorelli’s chapel in the Duomo.  For lunch we will eat at Da Maurizio, 
voted the 2nd best restaurant in all of Italy. After some time to enjoy this unique town, we will 
head back on the bus to Rome, where you will have some free time to relax. Pack tonight, for we 
leave early on the bus for the airport, back home! 

Day 11 (Tuesday 6/15) – DEPART for Michigan


