
 

SABER NEWS & NOTES  

Friday, September 13, 2019 

 

Dear MCC Families, 

As we all know, life is tough. And as we’ll all learn, each of us is the common denominator in many of our troubles. But, 
fortunately, there is a virtue (a moral habit) that is a partial remedy. It makes bad situations a little bit better. It stops ugly 
situations from becoming uglier. It is like sun in January. 

“Practicing restraint in regards to words and actions”—that is the virtue of self-control. It is the mastery of our desires and 
impulses in such a way that we choose the right response. The right response is the goal of self-control. And we must practice-
practice-practice to build our self-control muscle, for we have to be strong in self-control to master life’s rough and tough 
times (or they will master us). 

Self-control is the Saber virtue for September. This is part of our school-wide Disciple of Christ: Education in Virtue Program to 
help all of us grow in self-control. 

Be on the look-out for signs of this program in the school and in the classroom, and let’s all keep each other in prayer for 
growth in these virtues as we “learn, live, and witness” as growing disciples of Christ. 

Cordially, 

Mr. Solak 

P.S. The Catechism of the Catholic Church says this about virtue: “Human virtues acquired by education, by deliberate acts, 
and by perseverance ever-renewed in repeated efforts are purified and elevated by divine grace. With God’s help, they forge 
character and give facility in the practice of the good. The virtuous man is happy to practice them. (CCC, 1810)” And I would 
add that the virtuous person is the truly happy person. 
 

Divine Mercy Parish Calendar  

Please check the Divine Mercy Parish Calendar often to see important scheduled events. 

http://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/calendar.php?crd=catholiccommunityofmanistee  

School Calendar At-A-Glance 

Please find attached a one-page school calendar of important dates. 

September Virtue of the Month: Self Control 

Thursday at the Mass, Father Z spoke to students about their virtue of the month: self-

control. He asked students in the elementary mass, what is a virtue and some of their 

responses were "gifts of the holy spirit" and "rules to help guide us." Father Z explained that 

virtues are habits of doing good. To do good, we must practice what the virtues require - to 

practice over and over. He asked the students who are heroes? and talked about how the 

firefighters of 9-11 were practicing self-control. Was the firefighter afraid, yes he was, but he 

had self-control, and even against fear, we can do what must be done. For a short video, 

please see this link: https://golepress.com/welcome/education-in-virtue/getting-started/  

http://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/calendar.php?crd=catholiccommunityofmanistee
https://golepress.com/welcome/education-in-virtue/getting-started/


51st Annual Chicken Dinner  

Sunday, September 15th, 2019 from 11:30am until 1:30pm the MCCAA will be holding its 

51st Annual Chicken Dinner in the Saber Cafe. 

We have lots of opportunities for volunteerism on Saturday and Sunday.  Below is a list of 

tasks that need volunteers.  Please email me and let me know what you would like to help 

with.  Remember, this is one the events that greatly supports our Athletic Budget and we 

NEED your help. Thanks, 

Ryan Kieszkowski, MCCAA President, ryankies@hotmail.com, (231) 510-7733 cell 

1.Deserts, we need parents to volunteer to make deserts and drop off Sunday morning for 

the dinner. 

2.  Food Servers from 11:15 until 1:30.  10 people, preferably student athletes 

3.  Beverage Servers/Clear Tables  11:15 to 1:30.  Student Athletes 6 people 

4.  Dishwashers from 11:45 till we are done. 3  people 

5.  Kitchen help from 12:30 till we are done.  Cleaning Pots and Pans.  3 people 

6.  Cleanup/Tear Down.  1:45 till we are done.  10 people 

7.  Setup Saturday Morning from 9:30 till done.  7 people 

8.  Work the door selling dinner and Raffle tickets.  1 person (Already have 3) 

Sacramental Preparation 

There will be a meeting on September 18th from 7:00-7:30 for the parents of children 

receiving sacramental preparation this year.  It is a quick meeting so parents can fill out the 

necessary forms and get a little information.  It is for children who will be celebrating First 

Reconciliation, First Eucharist and/or Confirmation. 

2nd Annual Flashing Saber Virtual 5k 

New this year: Custom medals to all registered participants with words to the school song. 

Each year we will add a new medal with a new line to the school song.  If you start this year, 

you can have medals with the entire 1st verse of Flashing Sabers over the next 10 years!  

What is a virtual 5k?  A virtual 5k can be done anywhere in the world.  You can run, jog, or 

walk 3.1 miles all at once or a little at a time.  Have friends join or do it by yourself.  Totally 

up to you! Your 3.1 miles can be completed anytime during homecoming week (Sunday 

September 22nd-Saturday September 28th) 

The cost of registration is $25, or $10 if you are a student.  Register by Friday September 

13th to receive your medal during homecoming week.  All other medals will be received 

shortly after homecoming.  Registration can be found on our school website under Alumni: 

Homecoming, or picked up in the office.  If you have any questions please email 

jhowes@sabers.org.  Thank you! 

Saber Kids Fun Run 

This fun event is for students in Preschool through 5th grade.  On Friday September 27th, 

twenty minutes before opening kickoff of the homecoming football game all students signed 

up for the Saber Kids Fun Run get to do a quarter mile run around the outside of the football 

field underneath the stadium lights! Cost of the event is $10 and all student runners receive 

a medal which can be redeemed at the concession stand for a free water after the run.  If 

your student runner is young, please have an adult running buddy to keep them on course.  

There is no charge for running buddies.   All students must exit the field immediately after 

the run.  Please turn in registration by Friday September 20th.  If you have any questions, 

please email jhowes@sabers.org.  Thank you! 
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School Supplies Donation 

A big thank you to Little River 

Casino and Resort and their 

employees for the gracious and 

bountiful donation of school 

supplies that were delivered to our 

school on Monday!  Teachers have 

already began to gather supplies 

they are still in need of and have 

also been sharing with students in 

need.  We greatly appreciate this 

gift!  If your student is in need of 

supplies, please come visit Mrs. 

Henderson in the Reach Higher 

Room, 101 to see what is 

available. 

 

Daily Morning Prayer 

A reminder to parents and all MCC supporters that we meet daily for morning prayer at 7:55 

AM and we'd love for you to join us! 

Saber Café  

We are starting to settle in to our Saber Cafe routine, just a few reminders: 

A cup of soup is included with the meal for high school students only.  All other soup is 

$1.00. 

A healthy school lunch has five components: milk, meat/meat alternate, grain, fruit and 

vegetable.  We ask students to choose three of the five components; one being a fruit or 

vegetable -- at least.  For those with bigger appetites - They may take two fruits with their 

meal and as many veggies as they care to eat.  As always, please keep waste to a 

minimum.  All of the food we serve is costly and we don't want it in the trash cans.  We want 

it fueling all those big brains working hard at MCC.   

Any questions let me know.  Thanks, 

Mrs. Lind 

PS. When using the kitchen after hours please be sure to clean up any spills or messes.   

The scoop for the ice machine must be returned to the small shelf that holds it inside the 

machine.  Please do not leave the scoop directly in the ice, this is a health code violation. 

A Message from Bishop Barron from www.wordonfire.org  

Our Gospel for today gives us three classic parables, each one exploring the notion that is at 

the very heart of the spiritual life—namely, that God is the one who searches for us. Why 

would God fret over one little soul? Why would he bother? Well, it’s his nature. It’s what he 

does. More to it, as we see in the coin, the sheep, and the son, recovering a lost soul is what 

he rejoices in doing. 

https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/homily/a-coin-a-sheep-a-son/5264/  

 

 

http://www.wordonfire.org/
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Parent Community Involvement (PCI) 

Looking for ways to fulfill your 15 hours per semester requirement?  Please consider 

volunteering to help in one or more of these high needs areas: 

Paper Truck 

Standing work hours are Tuesdays and Thursdays, 3:00-5:00 and Saturdays, 10:00-

1:00.  However, the paper truck can be worked on any day of the week at any time.  It 

always needs repacking and stuffing!  Also, volunteers are needed to pick up paper 

from local businesses on Tuesdays and Thursdays – to help in that particular way, 

please contact Mr. Charette to learn more, jcharette@sabers.org.  

 

Uniform Room 

Many families have donated gently used uniform items to the school to be used by 

someone new!  However, our uniform room has become overrun with dropped off 

items!  If you can sort clothes, hang them on a hanger, or fold – this job is for you!  

Please feel free to come during school hours to work or arrange with a staff member 

for after school hours.  Please ask Miss Luna if the office for access to the uniform 

room, maluna@sabers.og.  

 

Lunch and Recess Supervision 

We are always in need of extra hands and eyes to help and supervise our students 

while at lunch and recess.  6-12th grade lunch is 10:45-11:15 with 11:00-11:15 

being allowed for supervised outside time.  Kindergarten-2nd grade lunch is 11:30-

11:55 and recess 11:55-12:25.  3rd-5th grade lunch is 12:00-12:25 and recess is 

12:25-12:55.  If you would like to sign up there is a calendar in the office – or contact 

Mrs. Newenhouse, anewenhouse@sabers.org.  

 

Converting VHS to DVD 

We have many wonderful videos that teach religious curriculum that we would like 

converted from VHS tapes to DVDs.  If you have a cable or equipment that can make 

this possible, and/or would be willing to do this important work, please let us know.  

Contact Fr. Zeljko with questions, zeljko.guberovic@divinemercymanistee.org.  

 

Library Aide 

Our students love visiting our library and reading books.  We’d love to have some 

volunteers to help us assist students while in the library and when checking out and 

returning books.  The elementary library block of time during the day is 1:15-1:45 

Monday-Friday and 2:15-2:45 on Wednesdays.  Contact Mrs. Janowiak to sign up, 

hjanowiak@sabers.org.  
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